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Abstract[] The present paper reports the chromosome numbers and karyotypes of two species in Sauromatum 











[] Araceae[]. Their resting nuclei is gradient type[] and the prophase chromosome type is interstitial. The 
karyotypes of metaphase chromosomes in somatic cells are as follows[] Sauromatum venosum 2n = 2x = 26 = 
14m + 12sm[] and Sauromatum gaoligongense 2n = 2x = 26 = 10m + 12sm + 4st. The karyotypes of the latter 
species are reported here for the first time. A preliminary discussion on the generic status of Sauromatum is 
also given here. The species in the genus Sauromatum have some special physiological and biological char- 
acters. Thereford] it needs to be deliberated to merge this genus into Typhonium based on some morphologi- 
cal similarities between them. It is reasonable to find more evidences from more comprehensive studies on 
this genus. Based on the evidences from the bulbs and cytology] we consider that Sauromatum and Pinellia 
have close relationship. 
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Table 2 The parameters of somatic chromosomes in mitotic metaphase of two Sauromatum species 





00 000 S. venosum 0000000 S. eaoligongense 
Chromosome number RL AR РС LA SA RL AR PC LA SA 
1 5.00 1.17 m 2.7 2.2 5.17 1.23 m 28 2.32 
2 5.00 1.17 m 272 2.2 5.06 1.18 m 274 2.32 
3 4.9] 1.99 sm 3.27 1.70 5.00 2.30 sm 3.50 1.52 
4 4.9] 1.92 sm 3.27 1.70 4.98 2.36 sm 3.50 1.48 
5 4.84 115 m 2.59 225 4.60 3.04 st 3.46 1.14 
6 4.60 1.27 m 2.59 2.04 4.60 3.04 st 3.46 1.14 
7 4.36 1.20 m 2.38 1.98 4.60 2.11 sm 342 1.48 
8 4.0 125 m 2.38 1.91 4.60 2.11 sm 342 1.48 
9 4.00 1.96 sm 2.66 1.36 4.60 1.42 m 27 1.90 
10 402 1.81 sm 2.59 1.43 4.60 1.42 m 2.70 1.90 
11 3.95 2.06 sm 2.66 1.29 4.18 4.50 st 3.42 0.76 
12 3.95 2.06 sm 2.66 1.29 4.18 4.50 st 3.42 0.76 
13 3.88 1.71 sm' 2.45 1.43 3.84 1.30 m 2.7 1.67 
14 3.88 171 sm' 2.45 1.43 3.80 1.33 m 2.7 1.63 
15 3.81 1.95 sm 2.52 1.29 3.76 2.19 sm 2.58 1.18 
16 3.81 1.95 sm 2.52 1.29 3.76 2.19 sm 2.58 1.18 
17 3.55 1.50 m 225 1.50 3.50 2.07 sm 2.36 1.14 
18 375 1.50 m 225 1.50 3.34 2.522 sm 2.39 0.95 
19 3.27 1.29 m 1.84 1.43 3.19 2.22 sm 2.20 0.99 
20 3.27 1.29 m 1.84 1.43 3.16 2.95 sm 2.36 0.80 
21 293 1.0 m 1.50 1.43 2.93 1.08 њм” 152 1.41 
22 2.93 1.0 m 1.50 1.43 2.88 1.21 њм“ 1.56 1.29 
23 2.13 233 sm 1.91 0.82 2.85 1.14 т 1.52 1.33 
24 273 233 sm 1.91 0.82 2.55 1.16 т 1.37 1.18 
25 2.59 11 m 1.36 1.23 2.17 1.77 s^ 1.37 0.80 
26 259 11 m 1.36 1.23 2.17 1.71 sm 1.37 0.80 


UU RL2D D D] 0 relative length[] AR 2 0 O arm ratid[] PC 2 D] D] 0 0 [] position of centromere LA = 0 O long arm[] SA = 


00 short ат 000 indicating satellite chromosome 
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Fig.1 Тһе resting nuclei and prophase chromosomes of two Sauromatum species. 
1. Resting nuclei of S. venosum|] 2. Resting nuclei of S. gaoligongensel] 


3. Prophase chromosomes of S. venosum[] 4. Prophase chromosomes of S. gaoligongense 
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Fig.2  Mitotic metaphase chromosomes of two Sauromatum species 


10 2. S. venosum 2n = 260 30 4. S. gaoligongense 2n = 26. 
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